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May 6, 2020 
VRP 20-157 
 
Ms. Jennifer P. Laggan, P.G.   
Freeport Minerals Corporation 
Remediation Projects 
333 N. Central Avenue 
Phoenix, AZ 85004 
 
RE: Conditional Approval of Site Characterization Report (SCR/HHRA/SLERA) 

Verde Central Mine 
0.7 mile southwest of Jerome; State Highway 89A 
VRP Site Code: 508483-00  

Dear Ms. Laggan: 

The Arizona Department of Environmental Quality (ADEQ) Voluntary Remediation Program 
(VRP), in conjunction with The Fehling Group, LLC (TFG), has completed its final review of the 
April 17, 2020 Site Characterization Report (SCR), inclusive of the associated Human Health Risk 
Assessment (HHRA) and Screening Level Ecological Risk Assessment (SLERA). AECOM prepared 
the documents on behalf of Freeport Minerals Corporation (FMC), for the Verde Central Mine Site 
located outside of Jerome, Arizona (the Site). The SCR was developed to summarize the 
administrative and field activities completed to satisfy the requirements of Arizona Revised Statutes 
(A.R.S.) §§ 49-175 and 49-176.  FMC used the results of site-specific sampling activities to develop 
and support the conclusions of the HHRA and SLERA, and to develop site-specific remediation 
goals.  

The VRP conditionally approves the SCR/HHRA/SLERA, contingent upon the 45-day public 
comment period required pursuant to A.R.S. § 49-176(A)(3).  

HOW TO PROCEED 

Pursuant to A.R.S. § 49-176(A)(3)i, the next step after conditional approval of the SCR/HHRA/SLERA 
is for FMC to publish a notice to provide the pubic 45 days to comment on the document. However, 
since FMC will soon be seeking a Conditional No Further Action (CNFA), which also has a 45-day 
notice periodii associated with it, the VRP and FMC have agreed to combine the notice periods 
together to run concurrently. As such, FMI should now prepare and submit to the VRP a Request for 
Conditional No Further Action (CNFA Report). 

                                                   
i  For remediation levels or controls selected pursuant to A.R.S. § 49-175 that require an institutional or engineering control to 

satisfy A.R.S. § 49-152, a Volunteer shall provide the public an opportunity to comment on the document for a period of forty-
five days after notice is published in a newspaper of general circulation.   

ii  Pursuant to A.R.S. §§ 49-176(B) and 49-181(C)(1) and (C)(2) 
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FMC should submit the following information in the CNFA Report: 

1. A summary that adequately addresses the seven requirements listed in A.R.S. § 49-181(A).  All 
seven requirements must be addressed in writing. If a component is not applicable to the Site, 
state “not applicable” for that statutory requirement.   

2. A general site location map underlain by a topographic base layer. 

3. A scaled, clearly defined, and labeled map of the CNFA boundary area(s). The CNFA will only 
be applicable for the areas of the Site for which the SCR/HHRA/SLERA evaluated risk to all 
relevant receptors (ie: exposure areas).   

4. A digital CNFA boundary map. Instructions for preparing the digital submittal are located on the 
ADEQ VRP website. 

5. A list of the contaminants for which the CNFA is sought. Only the contaminants addressed in 
the SCR/HHRA/SLERA may be included. The list shall be presented in a table, with a column 
illustrating the highest concentration remaining onsite and the established excessive lifetime 
cancer risk and/or hazard index for each contaminant. 

6. A draft CNFA Public Notice and the name of the newspaper where the notice will be published. 
The public notice must be written to notify the public of the availability to comment on 
both the SCR/HHRA/SLERA and the CNFA Report. 

7. A list of stakeholders who have been identified to receive direct notice of the public comment 
period. Pursuant to A.R.S. § 49-176(A)(3), this list shall include, but is not limited to, affected 
water providers, affected well owners, local government agencies, adjacent residents (or other 
directly affected land users such as owners of a right-of-way), and the Arizona Department of 
Water Resources. In addition, ADEQ has identified the Arizona Game and Fish Department as 
a stakeholder for the comment period. 

Upon receipt of the CNFA Report: 

 The VRP will review the CNFA Report pursuant to A.R.S § 49-181(B).  

 The VRP will review the draft Public Notice (which shall include mention of the availability to 
comment on both the CNFA and the SCR/HHRA/SLERA) and will provide either comment or 
approval for publication.   

 Once the draft Public Notice has been approved by the VRP, it must appear for at least one day 
in a daily local newspaper of general circulation, or for two days in weekly newspaper of general 
circulation. The public will have 45 days to provide written comments to FMC and/or 
ADEQ.  The VRP must be notified at least 3 days in advance of the date(s) of publication. 

Upon completion of the public comment period: 

 With regards to the CNFA Report, the Volunteer must provide the VRP with a Public Comment 
Notification Letter addressing any comments received, or indicating if no comments were 
received. The Volunteer must also provide the VRP with the newspaper Affidavit of Publication, 
as well as a wet-signature Certification for No Further Action Form (located on the ADEQ VRP 
website). The certification form must be signed by the Volunteer of Record (Ms. Jennifer P. 
Laggan).  

 With regards to the SCR/HHRA/SLERA, FMC must addresses any comments received in a 
Responsiveness Summary that will be reviewed by the VRP and, once approved, included as 
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an appendix to the final SCR/HHRA/SLERA. If no comments are received, the April 2020 
version of the SCR/HHRA/SLERA will stand as the final document.  

 Once all of the required documentation is received by the VRP, the documents will be reviewed, 
and if no modifications are required, the VRP will issue a CNFA. 

 

Please note, FMC should work with the Declaration of Environmental Use Restriction (DEUR) 
Program throughout the CNFA process to facilitate recording of the Institutional Control DEUR. This 
includes completion and submittal of the New DEUR Questionnaire, and submittal of specific 
documents, which serve as exhibits to the DEUR. As a reminder, the DEUR must be recorded with the 
Yavapai County Recorder’s Office before the VRP will issue the CNFA. FMC should contact the 
DEUR Coordinator, Caitlin Burwell, at 602-771-4122 with all DEUR-related questions.  

If you have any questions, please feel free to contact me via email at pace.joey@azdeq.gov or telephone 
at 602-771-4818.   

  

Regards, 

 
 
 
 
Ms. Joey Pace, Project Manager 
Voluntary Remediation Program 
 
cc: Mary Stauffer, AECOM – sent via email  
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771-2215 for Disability Accessibility; or Ian Bingham, Title VI Nondiscrimination Coordinator at (602) 771-4322 
or bingham.ian@azdeq.gov.   

ADEQ tomará medidas razonables para proveer acceso a los servicios del departamento para personas con 
capacidad limitada para hablar, escribir o entender Inglés y / o para las personas con discapacidad. Las solicitudes 
de servicios de interpretación del lenguaje o de alojamiento de discapacidad deben hacerse por lo menos 48 
horas de antelación poniéndose en contacto con Ian Bingham, Title VI Nondiscrimination Coordinator al (602) 771-
4322 o bingham.ian@azdeq.gov.  

 

file://Phoenix/Phoenix/Projects/Freeport_McMoRan/60580510_Verde2018/400_Technical/460_CNFA%20document/PublicNotice/bingham.ian@azdeq.gov
file://Phoenix/Phoenix/Projects/Freeport_McMoRan/60580510_Verde2018/400_Technical/460_CNFA%20document/PublicNotice/bingham.ian@azdeq.gov
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